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On May 1, we were 
delighted to hold We Are 
One May, our first on-line 
day of giving! 

The 24-hour span was 
filled with pictures and 
stories from our programs 
around the country. It 
was a wonderful show of 
generosity and support 
for our staff and the 
individuals in our care. 

Thanks to all who 
participated — and save 
the date for next year’s 
We Are One May day of 
giving — May 1, 2019!

Visit mayinstitute.org to 
keep up with all of the 
ways you’re helping and 
to see our Flickr album of 
We Are One May photos. 
You can also check out our 
Facebook (facebook.com/
mayinstitute), Instagram 
(instagram.com/
mayinstitute), and Twitter 
(twitter.com/mayinstitute) 
feeds from May 1 to read 
all of the stories and view 
videos from the We Are 
One May virtual event. ⑉

We Are One May:
May Institute’s First Day of Giving

May Center for Adult Services,  
Cape Cod and Southeastern Mass.

May Center School for Autism and Developmental Disabilities, Randolph, Mass.

May Center for ABA Services, North Carolina
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“The Miracle of May”
Your continued support 
of May Institute 
allows us to provide 
the in-depth training 
and professional 
development for our 
staff, who then put these 
valuable skills to work 
with the individuals in 
our care.
Since being diagnosed with 
autism at a young age, Anna 
has called many places home. 
Throughout her youth, she 
engaged in self-injurious and 
aggressive behavior, and her 
concerned family looked for 
help and services from as far 
away as the Netherlands to 
as close as her home state of 
Arkansas.

But it wasn’t until 2016 
when the family found May 
Institute — or “May College” 
according to Anna — that 
everything fell into place. You 
see, Anna had watched her 
siblings leave home to enroll in 

college. So when she left home 
and headed to Randolph, Mass., 
it was, to her, like moving away 
to attend college.

Anna’s family noticed a 
difference in their daughter 
almost immediately. Now a 
social and joyful young woman, 
Anna lives in a May residence 
and attends one of May’s day 
habilitation programs. 

Today, they describe Anna as 
happy, more verbal, funny, and 
semi-independent. Anna sees 
“May College” as home away 
from home. She rarely asks, 

“When am I coming home?” 
Instead she asks, “When are you 
coming to visit?”

Her father attributes his 
daughter’s success to “the 
miracle of May” — solid 
leadership, well-trained 
staff, and a carefully crafted, 
personalized behavior plan. 
He says, “Her life is better 
than it’s been since she turned 
14…perhaps ever. In addition 
to applied behavior analysis, 
the May team uses empathy, 
patience, and love with Anna. 
And, she’s become a major 
Boston sports fan!” ⑉ 

Anna with her parents leaving a 
Red Sox game.
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Cheerful and happy, Laura has 

lived in one of May Institute’s 

community-based adult 

residences for the past three 

years. Her parents, Alys and 

Chris, describe her as a social 

and affectionate person who 

enjoys making music, laughing, 

and watching movies.

Her start in life wasn’t an 

easy one, however. Laura was 

just two months old when she 

began to have seizures. Now 

almost 30, Laura has at least 

one seizure per day and often 

more. Because of this condition, 

someone needs to be with her 

at all times when she is awake. 

In addition, Laura is non-verbal, 

but understands most of what 

is said to her. She knows some 

American Sign Language that 

she uses to communicate with 

others.

Laura attended public schools 

until she transitioned to an 

adult Day Habilitation program. 

Alys and Chris searched for 

the right location, but had a 

hard time securing residential 

placement for Laura due to 

the need for constant medical 

supervision. They were 

introduced to May Institute 

through Laura’s day program.

After learning more about 

the clinical and residential 

programs May Institute offers, 

Alys and Chris chose to move 

Laura into one of May’s adult 

residences three years ago. “As 

parents, we were concerned 

about this type of transition, 

but it has been a very positive 

experience for Laura. She has 

formed many friendships and 

truly enjoys living there,” they 

said.

Alys and Chris pick Laura 

up every Saturday to spend 

time together at their home. 

“When we drop her off at her 

May residence after lunch and 

Sustainers Circle: 
MEET ALYS, CHRIS,  
AND LAURA

“When we drop her off at 
her May residence after 
lunch and activities, her 
eyes immediately light up 
when she sees the staff. It is 
in these moments we know 
we made the right decision.”

Laura with Shameshia Holmes, May Institute Program Coordinator
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activities, her eyes immediately light up when 
she sees the staff. It is in these moments we 
know we made the right decision.”

The couple has a sincere appreciation for 
everything May Institute does for their 
daughter. To show their support, they 
recently became members of our Sustainers 
Circle with a monthly contribution. We are 
grateful for their generosity that provides 
our programs and services steady, reliable 
funding. ⑉

To learn more about making your recurring 
gift, visit mayinstitute.org/sustainers. 

THE SUSTAINERS CIRCLE WAS CREATED 
TO RECOGNIZE DONORS WHO MAKE 
RECURRING OR MONTHLY GIFTS TO MAY 
INSTITUTE. WHEN YOU COMMIT TO A 
RECURRING GIFT, YOU ARE PROVIDING 
MAY INSTITUTE’S PROGRAMS AND 
SERVICES STEADY, RELIABLE FUNDING.
Your regular contributions add up over time 
to make an even more lasting impact for the 
individuals we serve.

YOUR GIFT OF $30 A MONTH — $360 PER 
YEAR — would fund the cost to purchase 
protective cases for mobile devices used in the 
classroom.

YOUR GIFT OF $50 A MONTH — $600 PER 
YEAR — can allow a home to purchase a treadmill 
for residents to use for exercise.

YOUR GIFT OF $100 EACH MONTH — $1,200 
PER YEAR — could support a community outing 
for a May Center School classroom(s) or Day 
Habilitation group.

YOUR GIFT OF $250 EACH MONTH — $3,000 
PER YEAR — would help build a community 
Friendship Garden at one of our May Center 
Schools or residences.

Call Philanthropy Officer Laura Joyal at 781-437-
1247 to learn more about the impact your monthly 

gift of $500, $1,000, or more can make! ⑉
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Did you know  
that gifts of all sizes 
make a difference?
If you’re wondering about your 
2018 donations and the new tax 
law, here’s a breakdown of a 
few options. For specific advice, 
always consult a financial 
advisor. 

Recurring donations, like those 
made by Alys and Chris (see 
page 4), have an impact on the 
programs we offer because 
they provide steady revenue. 
But even one annual gift like 
an online donation or check for 
$30, $50, or $100 can add up. 

When combined, these gifts can 
allow us to purchase items such 
as program supplies, iPads, or 
software apps. 

Some donors might think about 
setting up a donor-advised 
fund (DAF). Contributing to a 
DAF allows you to pool your 
donations into one account, 
deduct the entire contribution in 
the year you make it, and then 
spend time deciding how you 
want to make your charitable 
gifts. You can continue to give 
on a regular schedule that 
will benefit May Institute, 
while taking the standard tax 
deduction.

Those over the age of 70 could 
consider IRA rollover gifts 
or even donating shares of 
appreciated stock or mutual 
funds. You can deduct the 
current value of the investment 
as a charitable contribution if 
you itemize, and you’ll avoid 
paying capital gains taxes on the 
profits.

May Institute is grateful to our 
friends and donors for their 
support. ⑉

To learn how your gift can 
make a difference, contact 
Senior Vice President of 
Philanthropy Mary Tiernan at 
mtiernan@mayinstitute.org or 
800-778-7601.

GIVING TO MAY INSTITUTE AND THE NEW TAX LAW
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Cummings Foundation 
awarded a 10-year $200K 
Sustaining Grant to support the 
May Center School for Autism 
and Developmental Disabilities 

in Wilmington, Mass. The school is one of just 33 
Greater Boston nonprofits selected to share $10 
million in grants over the next decade. 

People’s United Community 
Foundation of Eastern 
Massachusetts awarded a grant 
for the “MAY You Be Healthy” 
initiative which fosters health and 

wellness for students at the May Center School 
in Wilmington, Mass., through physical exercise 
and fitness activities.

Eastern Bank Charitable 
Foundation awarded funding 

in support of building a new 
playground at the May Center 
School in Wilmington, Mass. 

The 3,000-square-foot outdoor 
play area will be transformed into a playground 
designed for children of all levels of ability 
and include swings, a “talk tube,” a glider, and 
ground and climbing activities.  

DCU for Kids awarded a 
grant to install a new interactive 

whiteboard at the May Center 
School in Wilmington, Mass., 
where students will use 

technology to engage in a variety 
of lessons which encourage social interaction, 
group learning, and academic exploration.

The Cordelia Family Foundation 
awarded a grant to purchase 
sensory supplies for adults served 
at May Institute’s Day Habilitation 
program in Randolph, Mass.

The HEAL (Helping Enrich 
Autistic Lives) Foundation 
provided funding for summer 
recreational and cultural 
activities for adults served 
by May Institute’s programs in 
Florida.

Clay Electric Foundation 
provided funding to May Institute’s 
adult programs in Florida for 
health and wellness activities as 
part of the “MAY You Be Healthy” 
initiative. 

The Scheidel Foundation 
donated funds for a staff 
appreciation event for employees 
working in May’s programs in 
Florida.

The Nicholson Family 
Foundation funded educational 
technology including tablets, 
iPods, and educational apps to 
benefit students attending The 
Bay School in Santa Cruz, California.

corporate & foundation grant highlights

We’d love to partner with you!
If your workplace has a corporate social 
responsibility program or foundation, please 
email us at giving@mayinstitute.org. 
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To see other event photos, visit mayinstitute.org/special-events.

An Evening of Hope and Possibility Thank you  to our generous 
event partners:

Benefactors Circle:

Guardians Circle:

Advocates Circle:

Providers Circle:

Circle of Independence:
Anderson Plumbing & Heating

Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
Massachusetts

Equity Industrial Partners
Philadelphia Insurance 

Companies
Joan Solotar
W.B. Mason

Circle of Dignity:
BostonbeaN Coffee Company

Equitable Bank
Fenno Trust

Ellen and Craig Hollis

Circle of Respect
Hays Insurance Brokerage

Jackson Lewis, P.C.
Merchants Fleet Management

Shire, PLC
WORK Inc.

In April, May Institute held its 
signature fundraising dinner, An 
Evening of Hope and Possibility. 
The event raised more than 
$300,000 for program and 
technology enhancements 
across the organization.

The featured speaker was Sabrina 
Manno, a parent from the May 
Center School for Autism and 
Developmental Disabilities in 
Randolph, Mass. She shared her 
family’s story when their son 
enrolled at the May Center School 
at the age of 10 as one of their 
youngest residential students. 

“It was the most difficult decision 
we’ve ever had to make, but we 
knew it was the right one and the 
only way to help Marcus and our 
family. He entered the Intensive 
Behavior Unit of the school, where 
we worked closely with the clinical 
staff to ease Marcus’ transition 
between home and residence. We 
had daily and weekly calls to help 
them fully understand Marcus’ 
wants, needs, behaviors, and 
troubleshoot challenges… their 
support was unwavering, 
enthusiastic, and compassionate.” 

“Today, at age 13, Marcus’ life and 
our lives are infinitely different 
and infinitely better. We no longer 
worry about what the future may 
or may not hold — we know there 
are great programs with caring 
people, like May Institute, that 
will be there to support him after 
we’re gone.”

David Wade, co-anchor of WBZ-TV 
News in Boston, served as Master 
of Ceremonies for the event. 
May Institute President and CEO 
Lauren C. Solotar, Ph.D., ABPP, 
presented the first President’s 
Award to Sesame Workshop 
for Sesame Street and Autism: 
See Amazing in All Children, 
a global initiative that fosters 
understanding about autism. Dr. 
Jeanette Betancourt, Senior Vice 
President for U.S. Social Impact, 
accepted the award on behalf of 
Sesame Workshop.

To nominate an individual, 
organization, or corporation 
to receive The President’s 
Award visit, mayinstitute.org/
presidents-award.

Save the date for next year’s event 
on April 4, 2019! ⑉
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Century Bank President and CEO Barry Sloane, 
Massachusetts State Senator Walter Timilty, May 

Institute President and CEO Dr. Lauren Solotar.

May Board 
member Lee 

Ann Fatalo 
of Baystate 

Financial with 
Linda Swerling 

of Level II 
Solutions.

May Board member Bob Yelton 
with Pam Raymond, May 

Institute Executive Vice President 
of Educational Services.

May Center School parent Sabrina 
Manno accepts handmade artwork 
from emcee David Wade.

May Institute President and CEO Dr. Lauren Solotar 
presents The President’s Award to Dr. Jeanette 

Betancourt of Sesame Workshop.
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DONOR RECOGNITION: A Taste of Southern Italy
May Institute friends and donors were invited to sample a taste 
of Southern Italy at a wine and olive oil tasting event at our 
Randolph, Mass., campus this spring. The event was designed 
to thank and recognize those who have financially supported 
May Institute’s programs and services. It was hosted by May’s 
longtime friend Bob Griffin, an expert in Southern Italian wine, 
olive oil, and food. It was an exciting night filled with good wine 
and conversation! ⑉

To learn more about the event, visit Bob’s blog at 
southernitalywine.com. To view more photos from the 
evening, please visit mayinstitute.org/donor-recognition.

A Taste of Southern Italy attendees 
learn about wines from the region.

Host Bob Griffin, managing 
partner at Krokidas & Bluestein, 

with his mother, Angela.

Barbara Falvey and her daughter, 
Ellen Hollis, Adult Services Eastern 
Mass., parent
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Happy 
runners 
from 
#TeamMay 
after 
finishing 
the 2017 
Falmouth 
Road Race.

This year, 20 runners will line 
up at the start line in Falmouth 
on August 19 as members of 
#TeamMay.

Each runner has his or her own 
personal reason for running. 
One runner shares with us why 
she runs:

“Since I started working at May 
Institute, it has been incredible 
to see the progress these 
students make. Each day is a 
unique journey and I couldn’t 
imagine spending my days 
any other way than with these 
kids. I am proud to represent 

these students by running on 
#TeamMay.”

This is the seventh year in 
a row that May Institute 
has been a part of the New 
Balance Falmouth Road Race’s 
“Numbers for Nonprofits” 
program. Last year, our team 
raised over $20,000 for the 
individuals and services of May 
Institute. ⑉

Please be sure to visit our 
website to make a donation, 
learn more about the members 
of #TeamMay, or sign up to 
run on the team next year! 
Visit mayinstitute.org/giving/
falmouth-road-race.

Serve With Liberty
Sincere thanks to employees from Liberty 
Mutual, who recently spent a day volunteering 
at May Institute. The team did a great job  
painting rooms at one of our group residences. 
We are grateful for the hard work of these 
volunteers to brighten the living space of the 
individuals in our care. ⑉

If your workplace volunteers in the community 
and would like to help within the May 
community, email giving@mayinstitute.org.

#TEAMMAY TO RUN 2018 FALMOUTH ROAD RACE
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ABOUT MAY INSTITUTE
May Institute is a nonprofit organization that is a national leader in 
the field of applied behavior analysis, serving individuals with autism 
spectrum disorder and other developmental disabilities, brain injury 
and neurobehavioral disorders, and other special needs. Founded 
more than 60 years ago, we provide a wide range of exceptional 
educational and rehabilitative services across the lifespan.

The organization is one of the largest and most well-respected 
providers of services and special education schools for children and 
adults with autism and other special needs in Massachusetts and in 
the U.S.

CONNECT WITH US!  Subscribe to our eNews via our website 
and follow us on social media!

Twitter 
twitter.com/mayinstitute
Facebook 
facebook.com/mayinstitute
Linked In 
linkedin.com/company/the-may-institute
YouTube 
youtube.com/mayinstitute6
Instagram 
instagram.com/mayinstitute
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41 Pacella Park Drive, Randolph, Massachusetts 02368 
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Pathway to the May

Our commemorative brick program promoting 
the “MAY You Be Healthy” health and wellness 
initiative raises funds for physical activities, 
and sporting and outdoor equipment for 
three May Center Schools for Autism and 
Developmental Disabilities. 

Available in two sizes, the commemorative 
bricks are engraved with your personal 
message. Honor a student, teacher, or family 
member; celebrate special achievements; 
highlight a birthday or graduation; or 
recognize a loved one. 

“Pathway Bricks” are 4” x 8” in size can have 
up to three lines of wording and 20 characters 
per line. The price is $150.

The “Stepping Stone Brick” is an 8” x 8” brick 
that can have up to six lines of wording and 20 
characters per line. The cost is $350 per brick.

Purchase a brick today! Visit mayinstitute.
org/pathway or call 781-437-1247.

AmazonSmile

As you shop, a portion of your eligible 
purchases will be donated to May Institute 
when you visit smile.amazon.com. Just type 
in “May Institute” to receive donations from 
eligible purchases before you begin shopping.

Support May Institute


